
 

 

Letter to council members of the town of Quartzsite; 
 This is the article of the constitution that authorizes the government of the town of 
Quartzsite. I believe you should read this section of the constitution carefully before you 
try to enforce ordnance 09-15. This is the only authority granted to a common council 
form of government  and there is nothing there granting the council the authority to set 
the qualifications for council membership.  
 
Article 3 Town Incorporated Under Common Council Government 
9-231  Common council; date of election 
9-232  Council; qualifications of members; oath; selection of mayor 
9-232.01  Salaries 
9-232.02  Permitting town councilmen to hold office for four-year staggered terms
9-232.03  Alternative procedure for mayor to be directly elected by electors 
9-232.04  District system as alternative organization 
9-233  Council meetings; quorum; adjournment 
9-234  Power of council to regulate proceedings; records 
9-235  Vacancies in council 
9-236  Mayor; duties 
9-237  Appointive officers 
9-238  Duties of appointive officers 
9-239  Council powers relating to appointive officers 
9-240  General powers of common council 
9-241  Purchase and sale of property 
9-242  Hospitals 
9-243  Construction of streets and sidewalks; default of property owner; 

abatement of assessment; appeal; definitions 
9-244  Levy of taxes 
9-246  Publication of financial statement 
9-247  Claims, warrants, substitute checks and vouchers 
9-248  Warrants, substitute checks and vouchers; payee; form 
9-249  Warrants, substitute checks and vouchers; presentment; payment; 

registry; definitions 
9-250  Violation of provisions relating to warrants; classification 
9-251  Survey and recording of town plats 
9-252  Acknowledgment and filing of maps 
9-253  Recording of maps and plats; preservation of originals 
9-254  Title to streets 
9-255  Unlawful act of officer; liability of council 
 
-232. Council; qualifications of members; oath; selection of mayor 

A. A person shall not be a member of a city or town council unless, at the time of the election, 

the person is eighteen years old, is a qualified elector residing within the city or town at the 

time of the election, and has resided in the city or town for one year next preceding the 

election, or if an area has been annexed to the city or town for a period of less than one year 

next preceding the election has resided in such area for one year next preceding the election. 

If an annexed area is subject to the provisions of this subsection, a person may meet the 

residency requirements if he has resided within the existing limits of the city or town for the 

one year period. 
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B. Every member of the council shall hold the office for the term of two years, except the 

members of the council first appointed, and before entering upon the duties of the office, the 

member shall take and subscribe the oath of office. 

C. The common council shall assemble within twenty days after their appointment or election, 

and choose a mayor from among their number.  

 

 

9-255. Unlawful act of officer; liability of council 

A member of the common council of a town incorporated under the provisions of this article 

shall not be personally liable in damages or otherwise for an unlawful act of an officer or 

employee of the town, unless the act is committed by the authority of the member, or he has 

notice or knowledge thereof, or unless the act is committed under circumstances which would 

cause, or would have caused, a reasonable or prudent person to have knowledge of the act.  

 

 
I believe that the council has knowingly committed an unlawful act in try to restrict the 
right of citizens to run for office. The law would hold the council open to lawsuits from 
any damaged person in this matter. 
 
Ed Foster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


